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SUBJECT: WCIWY: STATUS OE DECLARATION; POSSIBILITY 
OF INFORMAL STEERING GROUP 

1. AMB WHITE SPOKE JUNE 11 WITH ASST SECGEN SIPILA ON 
EVE OF HER DEPARTURE EOR MEXICO CITY. MS. SIPILA WAS 
NOT UP TO DATE ON G-77 DRAFT DECLARATION ON WOMEN IN 
DEVELOPMENT, NOR HAD SHE YET SEEN KINSHASA DOCUMENT. 
HOWEVER, SHE SAID SHE HOPED AND EXPECTED THAT DECLARATION 
WOULD BE VERY BRIEF DECUMENT ACCEPTABLE TO ALL. 

2. AMB WHITE ASKED MS. SIPILA IP THERE WERE PLANS FOR 
ANY SORT OF STEERING COMMITTEE FOR CONFERENCE. SINCE 
VICE PRESIDENTS WILL EVIDENTLY NUMBER OVER 40, THE 
GENERAL COMMITTEE CAN HARDLY PERFORM THIS FUNCTION. AMB 
WHITE CITED PRECEDENT OF ROME WORLD FOOD CONFERENCE WHERE 
AD HOC NEGOTIATING GROUP OP NINE COUNTRIES, REPRESENTING 
ALL REGIONAL GROUPS, PLAYED AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN RESOLVING 
DIFPERENCES AND EXPEDITING THE WORK OF THE CONFERENCE. 

ALL RESOLUTIONS WERE REPERRED TO THIS GROUP, AND IT 
HELPED TAKE THE HEAT OUT OP ISSUES THAT WERE DISCUSSED 
IN MORE INFLAMMATORY TERMS IN BOTH PLENARY AND COMMITTEES. 
MS. SIPLIA SAID SHE THOUGHT THE IDEA HAD MERIT, BUT SHE 
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3. WE UNDERSTAND THAT ONE OE PRIME REASONS EOR SUCCESS 

OE WORLD EOOD CONEERENCE FROM US VIEWPOINT WAS EXISTENCE 
OF AD HOC GROUP. BECAUSE IT REPRESENTED ALL REGIONAL 
GROUPS (BOTH US AND UK PARTICIPATED) IT HAD CONSIDERABLE 
AUTHORITY AND ITS DECISIONS WERE ACCEPTED BY ALL. WHILE 
LIMITED TO NINE MEMBERS, IT HELD OPEN MEETINGS WHICH ANY 
DELEGATION COULD ATTEND. SINCE MEETINGS WERE 
INFORMAL AND NOT FOR THE RECORD, THEY WERE RAPID AND 
NON-POLEMIC. WE BELEIVE THAT A COMPARABLE BODY COULD BE 
IMPORTANT AT WCIWY. WHILE IT WOULD NOT GUARANTEE THAT 
ISSUES POSING PROBLEMS FOR US COULD BE CONTAINED, IT WOULD 
PROVIDE THE MEANS FOR DOING SO IF THERE IS THE WILL. AT 
A MINIMUM, IT WOULD PROBABLY MAKE ISSUES LESS TROUBLESOME 
FOR THE US. SINCE MEXICANS TOOK THE INITIATIVE IN CALLING 
A GROUP TO CONSULT INFORMALLY ON THE DECLARATION, THEY 
MIGHT BE AMENABLE TO SUCH A DEVICE - OR MAY ALREADY HAVE 
THOUGHT OF IT. 

4. CENTER OF ACTION FOR WCIWY HAS NOW MOVED TO MEXICO 
CITY. WE THEREFORE RECOMMEND THAT MRS. HUTAR AND/OR AMB 
JOVA DISCUSS IDEA OF STEERING GROUP SOONEST WITH MEXICANS. 
SCALI 
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